KARABUK UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Letters

Department of English Language and Literature

ELIT320 COLONIAL LITERATURE
Course Syllabus

	Semester: Spring Semester 2025
	Course Level: Third Year,6th semester

	Lecture Time: 
Day classes: Wednesday 10:30 – 12:50 / D304
Night classes: Wednesday 20:00 – 22:20 / D303
	ECTS Credit: 4


Academic Staff Specifics 

	Name
	Office Number and Location
	Office Hours
	E-mail Address

	 Mustafa CANLI
	524-D
	Monday 14:00 – 15:00
	mustafacanli@karabuk.edu.tr


Course Description:

Students will perform an in‐depth study of colonial literature and literary writings that react to the phenomenon of colonization. Colonial literature deals with issues of colonization and the exploitation of the people under colonial rule. It is also a literary critique of texts that carry racist or colonial undertones. Colonial literature, in its most recent form, attempts to critique the contemporary colonial discourse that has been shaped over time. In this course, we’ll read and write about representative works that are either written from a colonial perspective or lend themselves to analysis through colonial criticism and the theory of Orientalism.
The aims of the Course (Course Objectives) are to:

· Discuss significant social, political, historical, philosophical, and cultural events that have led to the development of colonial English literature.

· Express the relationship between these events and the literary works produced.

· Explain certain literary methods and styles practiced in colonial English literature.  

· Examine individually and critically major works created within the context of the colonial period and literature.
Course textbooks:
1. ELIT320 Coursebook (Texts from different books are mixed in this pdf). 
Tentative Weekly Schedule
	Week
	Basic and support material to be covered
	DATE
	Readings, homework, presentations, etc.

	1
	Meeting
	Feb. 5
	

	2
	Colonization, historical progress, British Imperialism
	Feb. 12
	pp. 1-18

	3
	French, Spanish, and Portuguese Empires
	Feb. 19
	pp. 19-45

	4
	Orientalism, Colonial Literature, Short passages from Oroonoko by Aphra Behn, The Tempest by Shakespeare, 
	Feb. 26
	pp. 46-60

	5
	Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe, Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
	Mar. 5
	pp. 61-83, pp. 115-131

	6
	The Journals of Christopher Colombus
	Mar. 12
	pp. 84-107

	7
	Walcott Derek, A Far Cry from Africa 

Olive Senior, Colonial Girls School
Sujata Bhat, Search for My Tongue
	Mar. 19
	pp. 108-114

	8
	Mid-term Exams
	24-30 March
	No class, exam week

	9
	Movies about slavery: Amistad, 12 Years A Slave
	Apr. 2

	

	10
	Selected Chapters from A Passage to India by E. M. Forster
	Apr. 9
	pp. 132-149

	11
	Selected Chapters from A Passage to India by E. M. Forster
	Apr. 16
	

	12
	Video: Colonization Documentaries
	Apr. 26 
	Online course on Teams

	13
	Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
	Apr. 30
	pp. 150-160

	14
	Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
	May. 7
	

	15
	Revision
	May. 14
	


Assessment methods: 

Examination, Assignment, and Presentation
Grading policy

	Mid-Term Exam
	40 %

	Term Paper, Presentations
	60 %


Requirements
Students are expected not only to come to classes regularly and on time with their necessary documents but also to read the relevant documents beforehand since this course will be partly in the form of classroom discussions after some weeks. The instruction language is English, and the use of any other languages shall not be allowed. No assigned work, such as class activity, homework, term work, and so on, will be accepted after the stated deadline.

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is stealing somebody’s work or idea and trying to pass it off as original. This is an offense and crime requiring punishment not only across the world but also at KBU. If the student takes or summarizes someone’s written works or ideas, s/he must give the full citation in her/his assignment. 

Attendance policy:

Absence from lectures and tutorials shall not exceed 30%. Students who exceed the limits shall not be allowed to take the final examination and shall receive an F1 mark for the course.
